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Holy Thursday, Ordination Day:
ComeAll Ye Still Faithful
By Ellie Harty

We don’t usually make the pitch, “Come for the excitement
and adventure!” when we talk about your joining usfor this
day of witness. Last year, however, we experienced a bit of
both. In recent years, as we held our respectful but nonethe-
|ess passionate witness, we managed to provoke only adirty
look, head wag, hasty eye avoidance, maybe a fist shake,
and occasionally afew disparaging words or lament over our
sinfulness. Oh, and we also provoked a bit of traffic diver-
sion: priestswho filed (sneaked?) in the back way (the better
not to hear us, my dear) and buses parked brazenly in our
way (the better not to see us, my dear). It was aggression,
yes, but of the passive variety.

Last year, however, marked a dramatic change. A group of
protesters stood right nearby and actually protested — or at
least attempted to counteract —us!

They were loud and persistent. They resisted our overtures
for joint song or prayer or even dialogue and then continued
with more strident voices. It was disturbing, but not really
discouraging, for what we had that they did not (besidesright
on our side?) were numbers. Our withess could stay gentle
and heartfelt in the midst of all this because there were so
many of uswho, although moved, were not about to be moved.

That is why we need you more than ever this year. Our
strength, of course, isin our mission, in our fervent belief in

justicefor all, especialy for those excluded from full partici-
continued on page 2

Mary Magdalene 2014 Winner: Ceil Johnson
A Profile by Mary Whelan

The SEPAWOC Mary Magdalene award honoring courage
and leadership for women in the church will be presented
this year to Ceil Johnson. When | told Ceil this news on a
visit to her at the retirement community where she now lives
in Northeast Philadel phia, her smilelit up theroom.

When asked how she became interested in women's ordina-
tion, Ceil commented that she had always thought women
should have an equal placein society. Asayoung person she
observed women being barred from many careers and op-
portunities. She thought, “There must be something wrong
withwomen.” Her observationswerereinforced by thetreat-
ment of women in the Catholic Church. Several timesduring

our conversation shesaid, “1 just don’ t understand why women
continued on page 2
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Holy Thursday continued from page 1

pation in the church which on that day focuses on women.
But our strength is also in numbers. The new pope may be
delighting theworld —and there are reasonsfor thisdelight —
but he is not delighting women and those who support them
and those who work for justice in al aspects of our lives.
Let's not become complacent because there seems to be
progress. It is not progress for women who fedl caled to
priesthood or for afully inclusive church.

So, come for the excitement. Come for the adventure. Come
for the drama. Come becauseit’sApril and anew spring has
dawned. Come because it’s Holy Thursday, a celebration of
community and communion that you want all to be able to
receive and al to be able to give. You need to be there, for
you are our community. We need you to be there to say we
have not given up. We will never ever give up. We are the
faithful and we have come.

Ordination Day-May 17
Then on a May day — doesn't that sound wonderful? - in
front of the same cathedral that excludes usin so many ways,
come and celebrate Mass with us. Pray, sing, receive com-
munion. Be nourished for the continuing journey.

Ellie Harty is a co-editor of EqualwRites.

Mary Magdalene continued from page 1

can't beordained.” Yearsagointheearly days of the“ move-
ment” Ceil attended meetings with Len and Arlene Swidler
advocating for women'’s ordination and even held meetings
at her home. And wheredid | first meet Ceil ?At aSEPAWOC
event, of coursel

Ceil, who has written several memoirs and books of poetry,
wrote in Thanks for the Memory that “The box | had been
living in so comfortably began to feel too tight.” This could
explain Ceil’sliving the“examined” life—not only observing
injusticesintheworld but acting to change what she thought
was wrong. She described her desire to live a deeper spiri-
tual life, asubject she discusses as easily today as she wrote

about in the book.

Ceil hashad alifetimeinterest and involvement in socia jus-
tice issues including racial justice, Interfaith relationships,

changes in the church after Vatican 11 (which was aturning
point in her faith life). She had the perfect partner in her
husband and fellow advocate, Bill. From reading her book it
appears that their four children were not immune to their
passions and interests!

Ceil and her fellow social justice seekers did not always fly
below the radar. Working with a small group, the Catholic
Community Relations Council, to bring attention to theissue
of desegregation brought attention, not the good kind, from
the Archdiocese. Apparently the Cardinal felt CCRC's ef-
forts were not required as “we're aready doing that.” She
laughed as she recalled that incident: “1 was always getting
into hot water.” In her book she wrote, “I was not angry, |
was sad. Christ had spoken openly on beaches and hills, not
in a bureaucratic whisper behind closed doors. Christ till
stepsinto, through, and around structuresthat would confine
him.”

This experience did not slow down Ceil’s efforts or advo-
cacy. Itwould bedifficult tolist al of her interestsand activi-
ties over the years. When she saw a need she addressed it.
Sheorganized celebrationsfor the International Women’sDay
of Prayer in March. Whenthe Grand Jury report on the clergy
sex abuse scandal was released in Philadelphia, didn’t Ceil
and her husband summon usto their hometo study, pray and
even meet with avictim of clergy abuse?

Where did this energy come from? She describes herself as
curious and open minded and always anxious to make new
friends. | connect her wide ranging intereststo her exposure
to the news and politics of the day when her father, Frank
Dorsey, was elected to Congress (she was a young teen-
ager) during the Roosevelt administration. Her compassion
was forged during the Depression which she writes about in
Nothing to Fear: A Great Depression Saga.

Ceil has been published in the National Catholic Reporter
and America magazine. She has not “retired” from her life's
work, having taught poetry and short story writing to other
residents where she currently lives. Her most recent book of
poems was published last year.

This grandmother of seven and great grandmother of one
continuestoinspireus, truly demonstrating courage and lead-
ership for all women.

Mary Whelan isco-editor of EqualwRites.

Community of the

Committed to peace and social justice, CCS welcomes you to join in our Sunday
morning celebrations, liturgies in the Roman Catholic tradition which
explore Scripture and contemporary readings.

For information, call Roberta Brunner or Margaret McLaughlin, (215) 572-5623,
or write P.O. Box 353, Abington, PA 19001

Christian Spirit
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Christ the Spouse: Pope Francis and
Women'’s Ordination

By Marian Ronan

WEell, what John Allen of the Boston Globe calls “pope-
manid’ continues unabated. On NPR’s*“Weekend Edition”
awhileback, SylviaPoggioli quoted U.S. and European jour-
nalists to the effect that Pope Francis is bringing about the
“biggest changein the Catholic Church in athousand years.”
And when | gave a copy of my book, Sster Trouble, to
Sister Helen Prejean at a celebration of the twentieth anni-
versary edition of Dead Man Walking, she told me that
with the new pope, al the trouble between the nuns and the
Vatican isgoing away.

| hope these women are right. | really do. A well-informed
nun-friend assures me that the current heads of the Sacred
Congregation for Religious are much better than the former
head, theonewho initiated the“visitation” of U.S. women’'s
religious communities in 2009. On the other hand, Pope
Francis recently made Gerhard Mueller, the conservative
prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
(CDF), acardina. The CDF investigated and then subse-
guently issued aharsh doctrinal assessment of the U.S. Lead-
ership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR). And the
pope has not ordered the retraction of that assessment.

What really concerns me, however, isnot the theo-palitics of
various Vatican prefects but the words of the pope himself.
In particular, | am concerned about the sections on women
(103 and 104) of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium (EG). Francis has, of course, received
praise, even adulation, for this document, which, like many
of hispublic statementsand interviews, placesalong-needed
(re)emphasis on justice and love of the poor.

But a number of Francis statements about women in EG
aretroubling. These include what he writes about women’s
“sendgitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets,” aswell
as their “feminine genius’. These are surely references to
John Paul I1's 1988 Mulieres Dignitatem, and his ideology
of “complementarity,” no matter what the citation in EG sug-
gests. But what concerns me most is the first half of a sen-
tence in section 104: “The reservation of the priesthood to
males, as a sign of Christ the Spouse who gives himself in
the Eucharigt, is not aquestion open to discussion...”

At first, | hoped the word “Spouse” was an intentionally
more gender-neutral term than thedistinctly gendered “ Christ
the Bridegroom” that has been used to dismissthe possibility
of women's ordination for decades. Alas, when | examined
theversionsof EG in Italian and Spanish (one or the ather of
which is surely the language in which the document was
written), | discovered that “ Christ the Spouse” issimply an-
other example of bad Vatican translations of English: InItal-
ian and French (and in German), the words mean * Christ the
Bridegroom” or “Christ the Husband.”

Now the metaphor of Christ, or God, as the Bridegroom,
appears throughout the Jewish and Christian scriptures and
in many other Christianwritings. It isone of awide range of
metaphors for the relationship between God and God's

people. What some of uswill recall, however, isthat “ Christ
the Bridegroom” played a pivotal role in Inter Insignores,
the 1976 CDF declaration, approved by Paul VI, that dis-
missed the possibility of women’s ordination. John Paul 11
does not use “Christ the Bridegroom” in his 1994 apostolic
|etter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, which declares women's or-
dination as contrary to the faith, and which some conserva-
tive Catholics believe to be an infallible statement. Francis
use of the phrase“ishot aquestion open to discussion,” how-
ever, is surely areference to the last paragraph of Ordinatio
Sacerdotalis, which states that the Church has “ no authority
whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that
this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’'s
faithful.” And in his 1988 apostolic letter on the dignity and
vocation of women, Mulieres Dignitatem, John Paul uses
“Christ the Bridegroom” twenty-eight times. For him, “Christ
the Bridegroom” sets absol utely the limits of woman’s voca
tion.

In 1993, before the publication of Ordinatio Sacerdotalis,
Elizabeth J. Picken, CJ published arebuttal of a previous ar-
ticle by the conservative Catholic theologian, Sara Butler,
MSBT, “The Priest as the Sacrament of Christ the Bride-
groom”; both appeared in Worship magazine.* (Butler will
lecture on gender issuesin the church at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary in April). Picken argues compellingly that Butler,
following Inter Insignores and Mulieres Dignitatem, uses
“Christ the Bridegroom” asthe singular framework for ordi-
nation in away that makes the rel ationship between God and
God's people essentially gendered.

There are multiple problems with this approach. First of al
“Christ the Bridegroom” isametaphor, but Butler makesit a
“primordia symbol” that cancelsout, or triesto subsumewithin
it, other equally or more important, metaphors. In point of
fact, Picken argues, the primary analogy of the Christian tra-
dition is the relationship between Christ and the Church, the
covenant between them, not between husband and wife. The
core meaning of thisbond isfidelity, not nuptias. In the He-
brew Bible, the covenant of fidelity is sometimesrepresented
between God and singleleaders of thewhole people: Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, etc.; aso between womb and infant;
between lord and slave; between shepherd and flock; be-
tween gardener and vineyard. In addition, sexuality isusedin
waysthat extend beyond marriage to represent the covenant;
sometimes the prophets describe the people of Israel aspros-
tituting themselves to foreign gods—breaking the covenant.
Similarly, the author of Ephesians saysthat marriage partners

Continued on page 7

IF THISISYOUR FIRST ISSUE OF
EQUALWRITES, WELCOME!

SEPAWOC has exchanged mailing listswith our sister orga-
nization, the national Women's Ordination Conference, which
iswhy you may be receiving EqualwRites for the first time.
We hope you like its focus and see it as a valuable comple-
ment to the national newsletter. We' d love to continue hav-
ing you as both readers and supporters. Please consider send-
ing any amount you wish in the attached envelope to help
defray printing and mailing costs. Thank you.

Regina Bannan, President of SEPAWOC
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A Response to Pope Francis
By Maureen Tate

The need to resolve the structural causes of poverty
cannot be delayed, not only for the pragmatic reason
of its urgency for the good order of society, but be-
cause society needs to be cured of a sickness which is
weakening and frustrating it and which can only lead
to new crises’. ...As long as the problems of the poor
are not radically resolved by rejecting the absolute au-
tonomy of markets and financial speculation and by
attacking the structural causes of inequality, no solu-
tion will be found for the world's problems or, for that
matter, to any problems. Inequality is the root of social
ills.[sic] [Evangeli Gaudium, 202]

Along with others, | am impressed at how quickly Pope
Francis has refocused the church’s, and to some degree
theworld's, attention back to primary Gospel valuesof love
and service, and the mandate to do justice and show mercy
to all, particularly the poor and those on the margins of so-
ciety. It isrefreshing to hear once again the phrase “ pursuit
of the common good” in the same papal document that cri-
tiques unfettered capitalism and the pursuit of profit while
S0 many struggle with issues of basic security and liveli-
hood.

| cannot deny that this message is exactly what we need to
hear and it isgood newsindeed. Perhaps| am aglasshalf
empty person, but | am also continually distracted by the
mounting evidence of fundamental and profound gaps in
our compassionate Pope's vision and message. He does
not, or refuses to, acknowledge that the church’s stance on
women is culpable and embedded in the very structural
causes of poverty that he calls us to resolve. When the
Pope speaks about inequality as the root of all social ills,
does he consider that awoman suffers physical and sexual
abuse because the church and society foster attitudes and
actions that connote she does not image God as fully as
men? When women are treated as less than full human
beings at the level of soul worth by the church itself, isit
any wonder that women, and the childrenin their care, com-
prise the largest percentage of the world's poor? Isthisthe
feminine geniusthe Pope so admires, the ability of women
to eke out an existence while birthing and tending the next
generation and caring for elders, even as they suffer the
effects of poor maternal health care, severe malnourish-
ment and the threat of personal safety in many countries
around the world? The reality that women routinely sacri-
ficetheir own health and well being for othersis profoundly
Christ like. And yet they cannot represent Christ in the cel-
ebration of the Eucharist?

The Pope has advocated that the church needs to develop
a theology of women. It has already been commented by
othersthat there isin fact much theology of women, writ-
ten by women, if the Pope cares to consult women or read
about their religious experience. However, the very idea
implies that women are “other” to men and that men are
needed to define them, figure them out once and for al, as
if enough damage has not been done to women'’s psyches
by mal etheol ogians throughout the centurieswho havetried
to do the same. What ismoretroubling about this, in light of
the Pope's concerns about structural causes of inequality,

isthat we have ampleevidencein all societies, that when any
population is condescended to and viewed as “other” i.e.
Immigrant, gay, mentally ill, they areroutinely denigrated and
oppressed as dien in relation to what is viewed as the nor-
mative population. Their status and access to resources,
power, security, leadership and other aspects of community
lifeissubject to allowances made by those who would deem
them “other”. Such otherness is often accompanied by pa-
tronizing attemptsto define specia giftsin the alien popula-
tionto continue anillusion of equality and respect. “They’ve
got rhythm”. “ They have passion”. “They are so simple and
in tune with nature”. And now, we areinstructed to appreci-
ate the “feminine genius of women”.

Theroot causes of poverty and inequality cannot beresolved
without addressing head-on the fundamental inequality of
women in church and society. There has been too much sus-
pect interpretation of the Bible and church tradition perpetu-
ating attitudes about women as not made equally in the im-
age of God. Clericalism and the exclusion of women from
full participation in all aspects of church life have become
their own sign and symbol for Catholics and non-Catholics
alike that women are less worthy before God and man. This
has real world consequences for women’s ability to access
education, justice, food security, equal pay, land rights, physi-
cal safety, protection in times of war, and ritual expressions
that incorporate women’sfaith experience. The Church bears
culpability for the many forms of poverty, violence and op-
pression that prevent women from fully actualizing their full
potential within church and society. The harm that isdoneto
women as aresult is done in the name of the Church, not in
the name of Christ.

As this issue of EqualwRites goes to press, the 58" session
of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) isunder-
way at the United Nations (March 10- 21). At this annua
assembly, representatives of member states review, debate
and approve statements safeguarding women'’s rights. This
year they will focus on the challenges and achievementsin
theimplementation of the Millennium Devel opment Goalsfor
women and girls. Thousands of women from around theworld,
representing Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), con-
verge and meet in parallel sessionsto lobby member states,
network, educate one another and advance agendas that will
guarantee the equality, human rights, health, safety, educa-
tion and general well being of women and girls. The Vatican
participates asamember state but isnot generally viewed, in
this forum, to be a protector of the rights of women. Isn't it
ironic?

| am not immune to the charisma of our new Pope. | cdl-
Continued on page 7

Editorial Saff of EqualwRites
A Publication of SEPAWOC

Editors: Ellie Harty, Mary Whelan
Book Review Editor: Marian Ronan

Regular Columnists: Judith A. Heffernan,
Marian Ronan
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Pope Francis First 365 + Days.
Some SEPAWOC Members React...

| am so disappointed in some of what Pope Francis says
about the church. Many years ago, | saw first-hand the per-
nicious consequences of the “church as the bride, priest as
the groom” theology in seminarians | met from St. Charles.
They went on and on about this, in away that seemed porno-
graphic to me. There are so many other things for seminar-
iansto fantasize about: how to exercise mercy, which seems
to be Francis' cardinal virtue; how to serve the poor; how to
celebrate meaningful liturgies; how to treat women respect-
fully. It seemsto methat Francis doesthink about thesethings
and many other global problems. He could just drop this.

- Regina Bannan

Original impression of Pope Francis and an update on
present impressions:

When he took office, | was over whelmed with happi-
ness. | no longer would cringe when | heard the word
Pope. But, | was very, very cautious...too good to be-
lieve. | kept suggesting to my friends that they curb their
enthusiasm. Then his remark about being non-judgmen-
tal about gay men gave me a lot of hope. On the positive
side, | like his “simple” life style and his active concern
for the poor. This remains VERY high on my positive list.

Being concerned about the poor is not really window
dressing, but | think just about everything else he has
done isl He may not judge gay men, but does he support
same sex couples? He may think women are wonderful,
but why are they not wonderful enough to be priests?
(But then, who would want to be a Catholic priest any-
way?) He may not judge gay men, but what would he say
to a person who confessed to him that he was practicing
artificial birth control? What substantial changes have
been made or even suggested?

Back to the gay man: Why are we so excited that the
Pope says he is non-judgmental? Are we all not called to
be non-judgmental ?

- Joseph Schlacter

You know, early inthe 90's, although | supported theWomen's
Ordination movement, | was not inspired to get involved.
There are so many moreimportant issues, | believed, likethe
plight of poor people throughout the world, racial injustice,
war, violence, hunger, the environment. That's where |
planned to (and did, to some extent) put my energy and re-
sources. | would see the purple stoles in our church and re-
spectfully shrug. Like Pope Francis, | had put women’sordi-
nation on the back burner because so many other social jus-
tice issues were just so much more important.

Then | had my “duh” moment. Someone pointed out that the
inequality of women in the church, especialy their actualy
being denied one of the sacraments only because of their
gender for heaven's sake, was not only a profound injustice
in itself but impacted all of the other injustices that had so
grabbed me. At that moment, | became a champion of the
women'’s ordination cause. Now | wonder: Could Pope
Francis, with histruly grace-filled emphasison socia justice

aso havea“duh” —or better yet an “aha’ moment and see a
major injustice in his own church and do the same?

| think having our current pope seemingly (I'mstill hoping it
was just posturing to placate the curia for the time being)
close the door so tightly on the topic hurts more than any
previous pope’ sdoing thesame. | could say to myself, they're
just unenlightened old fuddy duddies (Okay, | may have said
something a bit worse than that.), but this pope seemsto be
enlightened in so many ways. It so warms and inspires my
heart to see and hear hislovefor social justice; it so torments
and breaks my heart to see and hear him exclude me and my
sistersfrom that love. Other popes have forced meto look at
them and see this exclusion as their failing. This one, who
seems to have my own values, has compelled me to look at
myself and ask, what is wrong with me and those of my
gender that we are not worthy of just treatment from a seem-
ingly just man? Even more profoundly, why are we not wor-
thy to receive al of the sacramentsin this justice and grace-
seeking church? That iswhat is truly heartbreaking.

Maybein our more optimistic momentswe can | et ourselves
think that, with this pope, this particular injusticeisonly tem-
porary, that equality for women in the church isjust on the
“back burner”, ready to be brought forward, heated up when
thetimeisright. But | wonder if he hasthought about what it
feels like to be on a “back burner”? That is the place for
something lessimportant, aplace of sometimesinterminable
waiting. That is the place where things spoil, get cold, and,
eventualy, thrown away.

- Ellie Harty

The reflection on Francis that has resonated most with
me is Erin Saiz Hanna's: “ When Francis stated that he
readily acknowledges that women share pastoral respon-
sibilities with priests...and offer new contributions to theo-
logical reflection... | was filled with hope. In the next
paragraph he would break my heart.”

Sill, | have great hope that Francis, who reflects so beau-
tifully and courageously on the sufferings of war and
injustice will come to realize that injustice is all one piece.

- Judy Heffernan

| am dlightly mystified as to why the Pope is seen as such a
big change merely onthe basisof hispersonality. | am pleased
that his rhetoric is inclusive and his focus is on social
welfare. However, these assertions of Christ’s message are
not so radical nor do they accomplish much except for spruc-
ing up Rome'simage.

On two issues that concern me Pope Francis has done noth-
ing of substance. First, he hasdone nothing to bring to justice
the clerical perpetrators of sexual abuse and their
protectors. Second, he has done nothing to bring about equaity
for women within the church; indeed, some of his remarks
carry awhiff of traditional male chauvinism (atheology of
women?).

So, | give the pope an A on style and an F on substance.
- Marianna Pulaski Sullivan

While Pope Francis has made it clear that we must reach
Continued on page 6
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Reflections continued from page 5

out and embrace and include the marginalized | am so
puzzled by his disconnect with the “ women problem.” We
are marginalized because we are not seen as equal, equal
enough to be ordained and equal enough to sit at the
table with the men where decisions are made. What a revo-
lution it would be if we were full participants. What a
message that would send to the world!

| do believe Pope Francis is part way there. And we are
going to continue our persistent presence as advocates
for inclusion for all, though we are currently situated by
history and tradition and willfulness by the men in power,
standing at the margins. If he can see others, will he see
us? Can he see from where he stands that it is only half a
church? Believe it or not | really do have hope that his
eyes will be opened and his heart will be softened. | be-
lieve he must hear and listen to the voices of those who
urge full inclusion— that is why we will never stop speak-
ing, witnessing, writing, advocating.

- Mary Whelan

Both SidesNow -A Tribute

Joni Mitchell’s song has been echoing inmy mind sinceLarry
DiPaul’s funeral. Larry lived both sides of the church. He
was an ardent reformer supporting Call toAction, especially,
and a so the nunsand Helmut Schuller and SEPAWOC. When
he could be there, he was, and when he couldn’t, he worked
by himself to bring both sides together. Yet he remained in
the heart of the church; there were more priests than | have
seen anywhere except Holy Thursday at his mass, all vested
and concelebrating. The heart of the church is signaled by
the cry of the poor and the marginalized, and Larry responded
tothat call in every position—hisbrother joked that he couldn’t
hold ajob; we all knew that his career followed the path of
justice and honesty —from the minority parisheshe served as
apriest to the Camden Diocese office of Social Justicewhich
he led in recent years. He was a married priest, a widower,
and the proud fiancé of Jenny Fair, an amazingly strong woman
who supported Larry in al hisworks. You can get the flavor
of Larry’spersonality in hisblog, http://wordandwine.org/au-
thor/wordandwine/, which isstill activeas| write. Read the
May 22, 2013, entry, part of which was printed in the mass
booklet.

Larry’sliving on the other side now. May hislifeinspire us.

Regina Bannan

St. Mary Magdalene Community
Mass schedule
Every Sunday at 9AM
Drexel Hill United Methodist Church
McBurney Chapel
600 Burmont Rd « Drexel Hill, PA 19026

We have two satellites that meet on the second
weekend of the month:

Saturday at St. Luke’s UCC Church, 125 North
Main St., North Wales, PA 19454 at 5PM.

Sunday at 10:30 AM at St. Luke/Holy Innocents
Episcopal Church,

7001 Torresdale Ave.s Philadelphia, PA 19135
- _______________________________________________

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Sunday, March 30, 4PM

S. Lukeand theEpiphany Church

330 S. 13th &., Philadelphia

Marian Ronan (author of Tracing the Sign of the Cross
and thejust released, Sister Trouble) will present
“Gender Trouble: Catholic Sisters, Women Priestsand
LGBT Catholicsin PopeFrancis ‘New' Church”.

Tuesday, April 1, 7PM

East Parlor, Chestnut Hill College

9601 Ger mantown Ave., Philadelphia

Fr. Emmanuel Katongole (member of the Kroc
Institute for Peace & Justice, Notre Dame) will
present “ Resurrecting Faith in Rwanda: 20 Years
After the Genocide”.

Sunday, April 6, 2-4PM

Martino Hall, Chestnut Hill College

9601 Ger mantown Ave., Philadelphia

Michelle Lesher, SSJ, Seth Jacobsen, Lori Baccuzzi
present a panel discussion on “What Young Catholics
Want from, and Desirefor, their Church: An Invitation
toListen”.

Sunday, April 6,2 PM

. Vincent De Paul Church

109 East Price &., Philadelphia

Dr. DianaHayes(Thefirst African American woman
to earn a Pontifical Doctor ate and receivethe U.S.
CatholicAward for Furthering the Role of Women in
the Church) presents“ The Many Faces of the
Church: How Parishes Are Overcoming Racial, Gen-
der and Cultural Divisions by I mplementing the Spirit
of Vatican 11" .

Monday, April 7, 7PM

Sugarloaf Center of Chestnut Hill College

9230 Ger mantown Pike, Philadlephia

Dr. Diana Hayes will present Pope Francis and the
Future and Reform of the Church. Reservationsare
requested. Call Joy at 215-848-1139.

Saturday, April 12, 10AM —3PM

Cranaleith Center

13475 Proctor Avenue, NE Philadelphia

Margaret Farley, RSM will present “ A Crucified
Love: Forgiveness asthe Work of Mercy of Our Time.”
To register, call 215-934-6206 or e-mail
info@cranaleith.org
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Christ the Spouse: PopeFrancisand Women's
Ordination continued from page 3

aretomodel themselveson the pattern of Christ to the church.
But Butler, and the papal documents she defends, have got it
all tuned upside down. Christ’s fidelity to the church isthe
model for marriage partners; marriage partners are not the
model to which Christ and the church should conform.

Picken al so detail s other waysin which thetheol ogy of Christ
the Bridegroom isreductive, profoundly narrowing of thetra-
dition. Butler, and the documents from Paul VI and John
Paul 11, [imit the whole question of ordination to the frame-
work of Christology. They fail to takeinto account the Chris-
tian anthropology (theology of the human being) and
pneumatol ogy (theology of the Spirit) that are also essential
parts of the meaning of ordination. For example, using Christ
the Bridegroom to argue that the priest must be male draws
on oneview of Christian anthropol ogy, complementarity, that
presumes opposite roles for men and women. But there are
also Christian anthropologies of differentiation that under-
stand sex roles to be interchangeable. Butler, and those in
her camp, believe that if a pope draws on the theology of
complementarity, that settles the question. But
complementarity is not an infallible doctrine; quite the con-
trary.

Similarly, pneumatology, and ecclesiology in relation to the
Eucharist and the church is almost ignored in these docu-
ments, making them a primarily medieval interpretation of
ordination. (I am using the word “medieva” literally here.)
Picken draws on the great twentieth-century theologian Yves
Congar to make her point here: “Christ, ‘ by hisHoly Spirit,
builds up the Church and raises up and institutes its minis-
tries.” If itis Christ by the Spirit that builds up the Church,”
Picken asks, “isit required that the ordained minister be of
the same gender as Christ?” Or to put it more baldly, isthe
Holy Spirit also abridegroom?

Lest we be too disheartened by Pope Francis use of the
theologically and scripturally reductive symbol favored by
his predecessorsto limit women’srolesinthe church, | refer
you to a critique of Evangelii Gaudium that appeared on
the America magazine blogpage last December.** It was
written by another Jesuit, Francis X. Clooney, the brilliant
professor of comparativetheology at Harvard Divinity School.
Clooney expresses disappointment with two sections of
Evangelii Gaudium: 254, on “non-Christians,” Clooney’s
own area of expertise, and 103 and 104, on women. With
regard to the latter, Clooney stresses that “the language of
Christ as‘ Spouse’ ‘giving himself inthe Eucharist,” whilea
beautiful image, isout of placein this Exhortation, an echo of
another view of Church.”

Clooney’s post is well worth reading.* What particularly
strikes me, however, isitstitle: “Pope Francis: Still Finding
His Own Voice?’ Clooney argues that the whole section on
non-Christians “is not sufficiently integrated with Francis
more exciting vision, in the rest of the exhortation,” of “an
outward looking Church that isin the streets, with the people,
soiled and wounded in the work of justice, combatting the

real enemies of economic and political degradation and the
deprivation of human dignity.” He argues as well that the
sections on women seem to be “in someone else’s voice.”
What's needed, Clooney tellsus, isfor Francisto speak about
these questionsin hisown voice and not just asthe successor
to John Paul Il and Benedict.

From Father Francis’ lips to Pope Francis ear.

*Picken, Elizabeth J. “If ChristisBridegroom, Must the Priest
Be Male?’ Worship, 67:3. May 1993, 269-278; Butler, Sara,
“The Priest as Sacrament of Christ the Bridegroom.” Wor-
ship, 66:6 Nov. 1992, 498-517.

** http://americamagazi ne.org/content/d | -things/pope-francis-
dtill-finding-his-own-voice

Marian Ronan will discuss these and related questions
and sell copies of her book, Sister Trouble, on Sunday,
March 30 at 4 PM at . Luke and the Epiphany Church,
330 S 13th K., in Philadelphia.

A Responseto PopeFrancis
continued from page 4

ebrate with others that ears, minds and hearts are opening
and tuning in to the call to give radical witness to Gospel
values. | know that change does not happen overnight. Yet |
will not deny that | am profoundly discouraged by hisdecla-
rations that some matters regarding women remain closed
for discussion. As humans we all embody contradictions. |
pray for the Pope’s conversion ashe doesours. May he come
to know and love women “as oneself”, as most fully and
wonderfully made in God'simage. If the charisma and plat-
form of Pope Francis were put at the service of a global
campaign to lift up issues of equality and justice for women
and girls, just imaginethe possibilities.

Maureen Tate is a member of the Grail and the
SEPAWOC Core Committee

Spiritual Director

Kathleen Aquino Cleaver
M.S.W., M.A. in Spiritual Direction
& Holistic Spirituality

E. Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa.
267-297-6036
KathleenCleaver@verizon.net
www.kathycleaver.com
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Book Reviews

Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns. By Marian Ronan. Amazon: 2013. 119 pages. $9.99

Kindle, $11.06 paper.

Reviewed by Regina Bannan

You lived throughit. Now you canreliveit in thistidy, engag-
ing book that gathers various short pieces about the nun cri-
sis in the Roman Catholic Church over the past couple of
years. Many of them appeared in EqualwRites. The accu-
mulation of incidentsisdistressing, shocking, likelooking back
on alittlewar. “ Shall We Give Up on Rome?’ “ $upport our
$ister$”. You can predict what those are about. “ The Church
isLucky It's Just Same-Sex Marriage” considersthe variety
of issues that are raised by transgender and intersex people
as well as other issues: the Affordable Care Act, the new
English trangdlation of the liturgy, the treatment of Elizabeth
Johnson and Margaret Farley, both sisters and theologians.

Ronan presents even deeper insights in “Understanding the
Conflict.” Shearguesthat religiouswomenin congregations
“have destabilized the clear boundaries between genders, and
especially between women and the clergy, by their minis-
tries, their claims to agency, their scholarship, their heroic
virtue (85).” Examplesfrom almost the very beginning of the
churchillustrate thisinstability. Then Ronan launchesinto the
post-Vatican 1 experience, concluding that Rome is trying
“to force the only female bodies over which they any longer
exercise control to conform absolutely (86).” Ronan con-
cludes this section with East African Jesuit
Angbonkhianmeghe Orobator’s description of AIDS minis-
try there—done exclusively by women, religiousand lay, not
by priests. “ By their performances of mercy, their ministry to
the dying body of Christ, however, these women subvert the
all-male priesthood, whether they intend to or not (87).” This
is powerful; it predates and yet affirms Pope Francis em-
phasis on mercy.

The concluding section is more personal; Ronan explains
“Why | Care.” AsaPhiladelphia-arealrish Catholic, Ronan
was educated in Catholic schools — for free, like many of
you, | would guess — for twelve years. That experience was
formative, as much because of therelationshipswiththe sis-
tersasthe curriculum. Some nuns used corporal punishment,
and Ronan has sympathy for as well as questions about this
practice. The most influential sisters, however, were those
who inspired: really seeing who their students are over their
lifetimes, confronting church authority because of sexual
abuse, setting highintellectual standards, teaching social jus-
tice so it comes right through the bones. Ronan mourns the
deaths of many of thesewomen who influenced her and thinks
about thefuture of religiouslife. It'snot maudlin; it'shonest,
and many of us have shared that experience.

All this in 119 pages? This little book is available on
Amazon.com, and is a great Lenten/Easter gift for sisters,
priests, laity: for anyone who wants to think about gender
issuesinthechurch andinlife. Maleand female God created
them —but what did God mean by that? Sster Trouble stimu-
lates provocative thoughts as we face a papacy that wantsto

develop atheology of women. Lots of the work has already
been done. It's just a matter of communicating it. Marian
Ronan does that well.

Regina Bannan is enjoying her first semester in twenty
years not teaching at Temple University. Portions of this
review appeared in the Irish Edition.

Gender Trouble: Catholic Sisters, Women
Priests and LGBT Catholics in Pope Francis’
“New” Church: A Talk by Marian Ronan

When: Sunday, March 30, 4PM
Where: St. Luke and the Epiphany Church,
330 S. 13th St., Philadelphia

With copies of Marian’s book, Sister
Trouble, on sale.

Sponsored by SEPAWOC and Dignity Phila-
delphia

Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops,
and the Nuns

By Marian Ronan
Available on Amazon.com now

“An urgent, clear-sighted and deeply-mov-
ing account” of the Vatican crackdown on
U.S. sisters.

A GREAT EASTER GIFT
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Hidden Voices: Reflections of a Gay, Catholic Priest. by Gary M. Meier. CreateSpace | ndependent Publish-

ing Platform, 2012. 140 pp. $10.80.

Reviewed by Dugan McGinley

Thefirst thing that must be said isthat thisisabook of great
honesty and sincerity. It is not an academic project with any
kind of grand argument; rather, it isexactly what it claimsto
beinitssubtitle, “reflections.” Meier doesoutlineafew themes
he discusses throughout the text: negotiating gay and Catho-
lic identity, the movement “from silence and shame to hope
and forgiveness,” and the struggle with oneself and the hier-
archy of the church. But thisisfirst and foremost an autobio-
graphical work. In light of my own study of gay Catholic
autobiographies, we should treat such a memoir as a sacred
text because it reveals dimensions of God's truth that chal-
lengethe Christian community to grow inloveandinclusive-
ness. Because of the personal nature of this book, | want to
structurethisreview more as adialogue than acritique. Asa
gay Catholic myself, | can offer afew reflections of my own
inlight of what Meier hasto say.

Let me start with a quick summary. He begins by charting
the cognitive dissonance he experiences holding the official
position of priest in an institution doing damageto gay people
through harsh teachings and political actions. Hethen moves
into a discussion of the negative impact of the clergy sex
abuse crisis on the priesthood as a whole. He yearns to be
out and public with hissexual identity, | think almost to prove
that gay priests are not the problem. He shares his own his-
tory of conversion moments, when he came to accept his
sexuality and overcoming hisaddiction to alcohol. Thiseven-
tually led to hisbecoming apriest and heis proud of the gifts
he brings to people in this capacity. But he feels bashed by
the hierarchy when they try to deflect the sex abuse crisisby
scapegoating gay priests. Feeling “used” by the church, he
endswith his desire to speak histruth and stand as a beacon
for other gay Catholicsto let them know they are “beautiful
and holy” just the way they are. (110)

At the heart of these reflections is the struggle between re-
maining apriest in good standing but keeping hissexua iden-
tity hidden, on the one hand, and coming out publicly but leav-
ing the active priesthood, on the other. Apparently, he first
published thisbook anonymoudy. With this new edition, how-
ever, his name is on the cover and he is no longer “in the
closet.” Heisalso taking aleave of absence from the priest-
hood, at his own request, to pursue a Master’s degree in
counseling and to assess his relationship with the church. |
applaud him for taking thisstep. He admitsin histext that the
silence of gay priests“might just be our biggest enemy when
it comesto gay rights.” (115) | could not agree more! Thisis
something | have dwaysfelt when | encountered gay priests
in my years of activism concerning gay Cathaolics. It seems
likethey are getting all the perks of the position without hav-
ing the honesty and integrity that should go along withit. (For
amore academic treatment of thisproblem, seeMark Jordan’s
The Slence of Sodom.) | give Meier alot of credit for his
integrity and willingnessto take arisk.

Alongtheway, Meier notestherisksgay priestsfacein coming

out, especially those who have been priestsfor along time. It
would likely mean they would have to leave active ministry.

They would have no unemployment or retirement benefits
and they generally havelittle savings and low social security
benefitsbecausetheir salariesarelow. Plus, they would have
difficulty getting jobs for which they are most qualified be-
cause they are no longer functioning as priests. But the fact
is, theserisksare not entirely uniqueto the priesthood. Many
people today face these kinds of challengesif they want to
make acareer change. | find myself in similar circumstances
as a lay employee of the church. Gay priests should aso
remember that they had the opportunity to become priestsin
thefirst place, considering the many people (like all women)
who fedl called to priestly ministry but are excluded. Leaving
active ministry in the name of being honest about one’s sexu-
ality could beviewed asan act of solidarity with all the others
who feel called to priestly ministry but must find other ways
of realizing this calling because of the obstacles the institu-

tional church putsin the way.

| recall having alittle argument once with agay priest whom
| was challenging for his secrecy. Of course, he was defen-
sive and he told me he does so much good in his capacity as
apriest. He said he is able to counsel gay people and give
them religious affirmation when the church and society are
condemning them. Meier saysthe samething in hisbook and
even shares some very compelling stories of people he has
been able to help with thisissue because heisapriest. Heis
actually quite eloguent in his presentation of thisconundrum.
| have to admit that it meant the world to mewhen | wasfirst
coming out and found a priest who affirmed me, so | know
what Meier is talking about. That being said, | was pretty
angry at that priest when | found out years later he was gay.
Here | was suffering the losses of coming out to everyonein
my world while he was safely ensconced in his respected
position. | felt betrayed, yet he had still made a significant
differenceinmy life.

Part of the problem behind all of thisisthe Catholic tendency
to “valorize” priests. I’ve worked at many parishes and the
priests are often put on pedestals exaggerating their impor-
tance. Meier talksabout how difficultitisto beapriestinthe
midst of the sex abuse scandal, but | am amazed at how

Continued on page 10

Incompatible
with
God’s Design:
A History of the Women’s Ordination
Movement in the U.S. Roman Catholic Church
--Mary Jeremy Daigler, author

for more information:
Contact: mjdaigler @comcast.net
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Hidden Voices: continued from page 9

deferential and trusting many Catholics remain toward their
priests. Parishioners love it when a priest gives them atten-
tion, and as | shared above, it can feel very good when a
trusted priest helps usthrough a personal issue. | realizethis
isin part due to the sense of confidentiality that goes with
talking to a priest; keeping secretsis part of their job and it
feels safeto confide aspiritual crisiswith them. But thiscan
also become rather intoxicating for the priest. It reinforces
their uniquenessand it ends up keeping them in apsychol ogi-
cally immature place. Ultimately, the combination of thisaura
with the power of the positionistoxic for both priestsand the
church. | think one of the main reasons why a gay priest
perceives his coming out risk as greater than others' is that
heknowshewill losethis status. We need to stop reinforcing
the caste system that el evates priests over laity, and dismantle
the understanding of Holy Orders that makes priests feel
they are ontologically different from the rest of us.

Fortunately, Meier had the integrity to overcome the factors
that were holding him back. As he notes several times, pri-
vacy isone thing but secrecy is quite another. | am grateful
to him for taking the leap and being honest and open. Heis
now focusing on working as a counselor, the very aspect of
the priesthood he seemsto value the most. Even so, accord-
ing to church teaching, he should till be ableto functionasa
priest aslong as heiscelibate. We should push the church to
be true to this teaching by actively supporting gay priests
who come out. As he notes, the number of gay priests is
significant enough that it really would make a difference if
more of them came out. We can support Gary Meier by read-
ing hisstory and taking hisinsightsto heart. So thank you, Fr.
Gary, for your courage and sincerity, and for being a model
for other gay priestslike you.

Dugan McGinley is the author of Acts of Faith, Acts of
Love: Gay Catholic Autobiographies as Sacred Texts (New
York: Continuum, 2004). He is also a pastoral musician
and lecturer in the Religion department at Rutgers Uni-
versity.

from the poem LENT

For get sacrifice. Nothing
istied sofirmly that thewind
won'’t tear it from usat last.

Thequestionishow toremain faithful
toall theimpossible,
necessary resurrections.

- Lynn Ungar

CHECK OUT THE SEPAWOC WEBPAGE

Have you been to www.sepawoc.org? In case you
have not done so, please take alook at all our website
has to offer:

e The latest — and past issues — of EqualwRites
e Our mission statement and SEPAWOC history

e Our statement of why we believe women
should beordained

e Onewoman'sstory of her “difficult and lonely
road” toministry

e The Mary Magdalene Award — its purpose,
history, and past recipients

e Linkstoour partnersin working for positive
change in the church: Women’s Ordination
Conference,

Roman Catholic Women Priests, \Women-
Church Convergence,

Mary Magdalene Community,

\oice of the Faithful, Spiritus Christi, Future
Church, Quixote, Dignity, Articles by
Marian Ronan

Money Matters

An outstanding newdletter, events and famous
speakers, printing, postage, webpage...how will
SEPAWOC pay for all of this?

Oh yes, that is where you, our still faithful
readers, come in. Please renew your subscrip-
tion by sending whatever you can afford to
SEPAWOC at PO Box 27195, Philadelphia, PA
19118.

A mailing envelope is attached for your conve-
nience. Thank vou!

We have changed the rates for ads.

We will charge $25 for an ad placed

in one issue and $60 for three issues.
Contact mewhelan@comcast.net.
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Why The Catholic Church Must Change: A Necessary Conversation, by Mar gar et Nutting Ralph. Plymouth, UK : Rowman &

Littlefield Publishers, 2013. 209 pp. (hardback). $30.60

Reviewed by Jim and Jenny Ratigan

The word “church” for many weighs more heavily toward
the magi sterium (pope and bishops defined by their teaching
authority). For otherstheword includes expressionsof church
such as the prophetic, mystical and liturgical, as well as the
pilgrim church, which became apopular understanding after
Vatican Council 1.

In Why the Catholic Church Must Change, Margaret Nut-
ting Ral ph wrestleswith the magisterial church whilethemany
other dimensionsnip at the edges of each chapter. Shewrites
from inside the Roman Catholic Church asacritical member
and not as an outside critic. Ralph makes clear from the out-
set, however, that “the Catholic Church is not the whole
Church, not the whole Body of Christ. Catholics must bein
dialogue with other Christians.” Ralph envisions her audi-
enceto include the pope and bishops, people who need more
information about the history and process of “change” inthe
Roman church, and people who are open to dialogue.

To set the stage for dial ogue Ral ph beginsby asking the ques-
tion“WHY NECESSARY?" Thekey for herisfoundinthe
November 2011 Address of Cardina Timothy Dolan to the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in which he exhorts
them to remember that “love for Jesus and His Church must
be the passion of our lives. Dolan speaks of the pastoral chal-
lenge of restoring and renewing the “credibility, luster and
beauty of the Church . . . renewing the Church as the face of
Jesus.”. It should be an “urgent pastoral priority to lead our
people to see, meet, hear and embrace anew Jesus in and
through HisChurch.. . . Because, asthe chilling statisticswe
cannot ignoretell us, fewer and fewer of our beloved people
—to say hothing about those outside the household of faith —
are convinced that Jesus and his Church are one.” If, as
Archbishop Dolaninsists, “the Churchisthe‘face of Christ’”
then that “face” must be seen in the whole church,
magisterium, and people of God. There is further looking
(and seeing) to be done.

Ralph notesthat the“ chilling statistics’ are provided to us by
the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey of the Pew Research
Center’s Forum on Religion and Public Life. “ Thisresearch
tells us that one out of every three people raised Catholic in
the United States no longer identifies himself or herself as
Catholic.” Many of us at onetime or another has echoed her
warning about these statistics: “If the U.S. Bishops, not to
mention the Magisterium, want to understand and reverse
thereasonsfor the exodus, they must bein conversation with
those who have left. The credibility of the Catholic Church
will not be reclaimed unlessthe Catholic Church opensitsel f
up to conversation and possible change.”

Ralph isright on the mark here. Further, this means that the
hogtile climatefor any legitimate questioning frequently dem-
onstrated by the magisterium must be changed to one of lis-
tening and hearing the voice of the people (also the church).
Although there are some bishops who have been open to a
deeper listening, let’simagine, for example, the nuns board-
ing abus at DaVinci Airport in Rome and riding on over to
the Vatican for a heart to heart with Pope Francis. Or we
could imagine the Pope welcoming leading Brazilian feminist
theologian, Sr. Ivone Gebara (Out of the Depths. Women's
Experience of Evil and Salvation), who would gladly share
her experience and insights with him.

Theten chapters of the book are divided into three sections.
The first three chapters are devoted to setting the ground-
work addressing the role of the “ Teaching Church” and then
the role of “Experience” and “Scripture” in our search to
know God and God' swill. Shetouches upon the understand-
ing of “natural law”, the critical role of Paul (asin the dis-
agreement with Peter) in the early formation of the church’s
identity, and the basic centrality of the church’s acceptance
of the primacy of individual conscience. Finally sheindicates
how Catholic Church teaching has, in fact, already changed
in areas ranging from the interpretation of scripture to the
role of ecumenism.

In chapters four to six Ralph addresses the three areas of
contraception, ordination and women'’s role in the church,
and finally homosexuality. She speaks of the historical aspect
and the scriptural basis of each issue and indicates the rea-
son why there needs to be conversation on and openness to
change by the “Magisterium” on each of these issues. The
“reasons’ the magisterium offersto support the current “ of-
ficial” position on these issues are judged to be invalid and
cause the church to lose credibility with its members and
with theworld.

Thelast four chapters address the topics: abortion; marriage
and annulments; teaching social justice and treating employ-
ees justly; and unity in the body of Christ. In each of these
areas Ralph does not propose any change in official church
teaching, but rather arguesthat the church’sapproach to each
of these topics is counterproductive. For example, she ar-
guesthat, instead of tryingto enlist civil authority (by outlaw-
ing abortion) to oppose a practice which is contrary to its
religious beliefs, the church should spend its efforts more
positively by working to alleviate causes of aperson’s choos-
ing abortion—shame, poverty, lack of health care, etc. In
thisway the church could avoid being experienced as bully-
ing imposing its belief on all people whether they agree or
not, and more effectively fulfill itsrole as ateaching church.
Allinall Ralph doesagood job of opening up topicsthat have
been discussed for years by those both in and outside the
Roman church.

We havelearned in reading and discussing her book that it is
important to look carefully each time the word “church” is
used to check the meaning intended. Perhapsthetitle might
have been: Why the Magisterium to Must Change. In
fact, the church — the people of God — has been changing
and the Spirit continues to move in the whole church. The
latest Rolling Sione Special Report (Feb. 13, 2014) features
an article on Pope Francis. The headline reads: “The Times
They Are A-Changin”? Just maybe there is hope that the
“necessary conversation” will begin to take place.

Writing thisreview in conversation with one another hasbeen
helpful. The book would make agood selection for areading
circle or readers forum.

Jim Ratigan is retired from Thomas Edison Sate Col-
lege. Jenny Ratigan is Professor Emerita in Religious
Sudies, Rosemont College. Together they have offered
workshops and retreats in Spirituality and Healing.
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS
Luke 4:16-21
By Judith A. Heffernan, M.Div.

It hasbeen adifficult winter... cold, snow, illness, loss, more
discouragement about women in the Catholic Church. | take
consolation from Sister Chris Schenk’sreflectionin her NCR
column. She tells of the challenging early years of Future
Church. Many times she was so discouraged she wanted to
quit. Invariably, something good, something encouraging would
happen. She learned to trust in the Spirit - as the Quakers
say, “away will open.”

This year more than ever | am looking forward to Easter,
and, before we get there, | will read two of my favorite Gos-
pels: The woman at the well, and Jesus with Martha, Mary
and Lazarus.

Mary Lynch, my friend, seminary classmateand founding con-
vener of WOC told me of going to the catacombs with Joan
Morris. Joan loaned her expertiseto the official guide (though
not exactly invitedto do so!), and told all of the myriad mean-
ings regarding the women of the catacombs!!! | thoroughly
enjoyed meeting Joan on her Philadel phiatour for her book
The Lady was a Bishop. How clearly | remember she shared
with us that Jesus was not afraid to go against custom. She
explained that the longest private conversation recorded in
the Gospelsis Jesus' speaking with the Samaritan woman at

the well; further, it wasto her that Jesus declared openly for
the first time that he was the Messiah - and my favorite
insight: when the woman asked Jesus where God was to be
worshipped hedid not reply that she should leavetheliturgi-
cal questions to men! Joan also writes in the Lady was a
Bishop that Jesus later proclaimed to a woman- his dear
friend Martha- that he was the Resurrection, and that those
who believe, eventhough they die, will live.

As someone who celebrates the value of tears, | have al-
ways loved this Gospel. | also know now what it isto lose a
brother. The depths of love, loss, trust and hopein this story
never fail to touch my being; I am so moved that Jesus|oved
Lazarus and his sisters so much that he wept, and | love
when he says, “Unbind him and let him go free!”

Outsidethe Cathedral on Holy Thursday and Ordination Day,
| imagine Jesus saying to the hierarchy, “Unbind them and | et
them go free” about the pastoral call and gifts of women
they haveburied alive. Thisyear | will alsothink of ImWallis
reflection about Nelson Mandela. Mandelasaid, “ Therewere
many dark moments when my faith in humanity was sorely
tested, but | would not and could not give myself up to
despair...Something always seems impossible until it is
done...” and JmWallis concludes*Hopeisbelievingin spite
of the evidence and then watching the evidence change.”

Judy Heffernan is on the SEPAWOC Core Committee.



